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Olive K. Britt
When shelter animals 
like Pebble, Merlin, and 
Lola come to the Lois 
Acheson Bates Veterinary 
Teaching Hospital, a 
portion of the cost of their 
housing, surgery, and 
care is paid by the Olive 
K. Britt Endowment for 
Emergency Medicine. 

Olive Britt earned a degree in Wildlife Sciences at OSU in 
1940 and went on to become a well-known equine veteri-
narian in Virginia. Her most famous patient was Secre-
tariat, the horse who won the Triple Crown in 1973, and 
set race records that still stand today.When she died in 
2006, her will created an endowment to provide hospital 
care for shelter animals and animals whose owners cannot 
pay for critical treatment. 

Many generous donors have added to the Britt endowment 
over the years, keeping it funded and enabling the OSU 
veterinary hospital to save the lives of hundreds of beloved 
pets and pets-to-be. 
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This endowed fund was established through a commitment by Dr. Olive K. 
Britt.  However, the fund accepts donations from all sources, and is a great 
opportunity to consider for gift purposes.  

The fund currently has over $166,000 in the principal account.  At that level, 
it generates approximately $7,000 per year. As you can imagine, $7,000 
doesn’t allow the College to address all the qualified cases that come to the 
OSU Veterinary Teaching Hospital (VTH).

Use of the fund has very specific criteria.  The objective of the fund is to 
provide financial support for the veterinary care of beloved pets that are 
acutely ill or injured, when that care is required to sustain life or limb, or 
prevent suffering.  Eligible clients are those determined by VTH personnel to 
be genuinely unable to afford the necessary care, making euthanasia the only 
other logical alternative.  First the patient must qualify, and then the owner 
must qualify.   



Over the years, the Hope Fund has saved many wonderful pets, but 
none were more popular in Corvallis than Pebble, a black cat with 
orange eyes. Pebble’s journey from stray cat to OSU mascot began 
at the Oregon Humane Society. She was brought into the shelter 
vomiting and lethargic, and tests revealed a serious flaw in her liver 
called a portosytemic shunt. She needed delicate surgery ASAP. 
The Humane Society received help from the OSU Hope Fund to 
pay for Pebble’s surgery and a student drove her from Portland to 
Corvallis. There, OSU surgeons shut off the wayward blood vessel 
that was bypassing her liver and filling her little body with toxins. 

Pebble came through the surgery fine, and while she was 
recovering, had the good luck to be cared for by OSU veterinary 
technician Nichole Hovelsrud. “She was so tiny, scrawny, and 
stinky, I couldn’t help but 
love her,” says Hovelsrud. “It 
also didn’t hurt that she was 
Beaver colors!” Hovelsrud 
adopted Pebble and took 
her home to a house full of 
avid Beaver fans. They even 
bought her a custom-made 
cheerleading costume. 

Assistance Dog 
Gets High Tech Help
Merlin is an assistance dog to a 
veteran of the Gulf War. He is 
specially trained to retrieve his 
owner’s asthma inhalers when 
she is suffering from a debilitating 
attack. When his owner went into 
the hospital for back surgery, a 
kind neighbor offered to care for Merlin. Unfortunately, 
Merlin developed a fungal infection in his sinuses that 
was difficult to treat. His veterinarian was concerned 
that too much topical medication could cause sinus 
damage and compromise his brain. He suggested Merlin 
go to OSU for a CT scan. 

With an unreliable car and not much money to spare, 
the kind neighbor was determined to find a way to help 
Merlin. She found the Tails of Hope Foundation who 
provided half the cost of the CT scan. The Olive K. Britt 
Hope Fund provided the rest. 

The CT scan revealed bone damage in Merlin’s sinuses 
so he was switched to a long process of anti-fungal pills. 
Thanks to the kind neighbor and the Hope Fund, Merlin 
is now a healthy companion again. The kind neighbor 
says, “A disabled U.S. veteran and her loyal companion 
should never feel unloved!”

Lola was the runt of the litter, but 
when you are a Chihuahua puppy, 
being tiny just makes you cuter. At 
the Heartland Humane Society, a 
nice, retired couple fell in love with 
Lola and applied to adopt her, but 
first she had to be examined and 
spayed. That’s where the happy story 
hits a bump in the road.

Lola’s exam revealed the reason for 
her tiny size: the left side of her heart 
was enlarged due to a congenital 
defect. Untreated, it would lead 
to congestive heart failure and a 
premature death. Fortunately, Lola’s 
condition was curable with a surgical
procedure so Heartland contacted
OSU to see if the Hope Fund could 
pay for her surgery. Luckily there 
was money in the fund at that time 
and OSU repaired her heart. In just a 
few weeks, she was completely
healed and her new Mom and Dad 
were able to take her home. 
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Olive K. Britt Hope Fund at OSU Veterinary Teaching Hospital

If you would like to donate to the Olive K. Britt 
Hope Fund, call 1-800-354-7281 or donate 
online at campaignforosu.org/olivebritt

Heart Repair 
For Tiny Puppy

Hope Fund Saves Cat for Beaver Fans

The Hope Fund payed for a CT scan for Merlin, 
the assistance dog of a U.S. war veteran.

The Hope Fund payed for life-saving 
heart surgery for Lola.


