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Oregon Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory
Necropsy Submission Information
Hours of Operation
· Open: Monday–Friday, 8:00 AM–5:00 PM (excluding holidays)
· Submissions received after 3:00 PM may be processed on the next business day
After-Hours Submissions
· Must be arranged in advance with the on-call pathologist
· Reserved for urgent, herd health or high-risk disease outbreak submissions only
· $250 surcharge applies to all after-hours drop-offs
Emergency Contact
· Urgent after-hours herd health emergencies (multiple animals) and high-risk disease outbreaks:
📞 541-737-3261 press 1 to request a callback from a Veterinary Pathologist
· Non-urgent calls: Leave a message at 541-737-3261 – We will respond the next business day
Submission Requirements
· Include a complete and concise clinical history, including:
· Symptoms and clinical presentation
· Treatment history – Include chemotherapy if administered
· Results of relevant testing
· Incomplete histories may result in misinterpretation of necropsy findings
Testing and Turnaround Time
· Routine testing: typically completed within 4-6 weeks**
· **Due to extreme short staffing, receipt of FINAL necropsy reports may be significantly delayed. Emergency herd-health concerns will continue to be prioritized. 
· Turnaround may vary depending on the type of testing requested by the pathologist
· Specialized tests (e.g., bacterial culture, virus isolation) may extend turnaround time
· For rabies testing, see the Rabies Testing Information section on our website
Necropsy Fees
· Fees are based on the species and weight of the animal
· Fee includes: External and internal examination, and microscopic evaluation of tissues as needed
· Refer to our Test Catalog or Client Portal: Search for "Necropsy" and choose the correct service
Additional Charges
· Tests ordered beyond the standard necropsy will be billed separately
· A price cap may be requested—please indicate this on the submission form
· Abortion screening services are available (limited testing included – see website)
· Cases submitted for insurance or legal purposes incur a $250 surcharge

Owner Responsibilities
· Mementos (e.g., paw/nose prints, fur collection) must be done before drop-off
· The OVDL cannot provide these services due to biosafety requirements
· Collars and personal items will not be returned – please remove before submission
 Disposition of Remains
· Animal remains cannot be returned to the owner after necropsy per biosafety requirements
· Available options:
· Communal burial (included with necropsy)
· Private or communal cremation (arranged by the owner – see below)
Note: The OVDL does not perform cremation services.

Cremation Instructions
· If cremation is desired:
· Submitter must contact a cremation company directly
· Include the company name on the submission form
· If no cremation company is listed, remains will be sent for communal burial

Suggested Cremation Companies
These companies routinely pick up from the OVDL. Please contact them directly to arrange services.
	Service
	Location
	Phone
	Website

	Heavenly Wings Pet Cremation
	Salem, OR
	(503) 507-2338
	heavenlywingspetcremation.com

	West Coast Pet Memorial
	Eugene, OR
	(541) 746-0244
	westcoastpetmemorial.com

	West Coast Pet Memorial
	Portland, OR
		



(503) 885-2211
	westcoastpetmemorial.com

	Peaceful Heart Aquamation
	Philomath, OR
	(541) 929-8145
	peacefulheartaquamation.com

	Newberg Pet Cremation
	Newberg, OR
	(503) 979-3254
	newbergpetcremation.com
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