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See Summer Session, http://summer.oregonstate.edu/.
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Admission Status
Students may be admitted to the Graduate School under the following categories.

Advanced-Degree Students
1. Regularly Admitted Graduate Students. These students have been accepted by the university and by a major
program to work toward an advanced degree.
2. Conditionally Admitted Graduate Students. Students who have not met the formal admission requirements but
whose accomplishments have convinced the University Graduate Admissions Committee and their major program that
they have potential for success as advanced degree candidates may be conditionally admitted as follows:
1. Students from nonaccredited institutions must complete at least one term of satisfactory work at Oregon State,
after which they may be admitted with full standing in the Graduate School.
2. Students whose preparation does not warrant full admission to the Graduate School but who may prove
acceptable later must satisfactorily complete specified conditions to demonstrate their ability to carry out
graduate-level work.
3. Transitionally Admitted Graduate Students. International students who lack minimum English language
proficiencies but otherwise meet all other formal admission requirements may be transitionally admitted under the
following:
1. TOEFL total score is in the range of 61 to 79 (iBT).
2. IELTS total score is 6.0.
Students who score below the minimum on one or more iBT subtests but meet the minimum overall iBT score
requirement may be considered for transitional admission. Transitional admission based on English language
proficiency may not be granted to students seeking admission to only a graduate certificate program.
4. Provisionally Admitted Graduate Students. Students who have met all of the university standards for formal
admission but whose academic program or major department may have placed additional restrictions upon their
admission may be provisionally admitted. These restrictions may include certain prerequisite courses that must be
completed, completion of the GRE or GMAT, submission of additional reference letters or scores, etc.
Conditionally and transitionally admitted students cannot schedule and hold preliminary oral exams or final oral exams for
their degree until they have satisfied the requirements of their admission and have been reclassified as regular graduate
students.
Provisionally admitted students cannot take the final exam for their degree until they have satisfied their provisions and
have been reclassified as regular graduate students.
Credit for graduate courses that students have completed acceptably while registered as conditional, transitional or
provisional students may count toward the residence requirement for advanced degrees.
If students fail to satisfactorily complete their conditions or provisions, they will be dismissed from the Graduate School.

Graduate Certificate Students
Students admitted to only a graduate certificate program may be considered for reclassification as degree-seeking graduate
students by following the procedure in the section below regarding reclassification.

Reclassification of Postbaccalaureate Students, Nondegree-Seeking Students, and Graduate
Certificate Students
A postbaccalaureate, nondegree-seeking graduate, or graduate certificate student may be considered for status as a regular
degree-seeking graduate student under one of the following provisions, depending upon prior academic records:
If the student would have been eligible for graduate admission at the time of entering as a postbaccalaureate, nondegreeseeking graduate, or graduate certificate student, the student is eligible for admission consideration at any time but must
submit an application for admission to the appropriate level to begin the process.
If the student, prior to entering as a postbaccalaureate, nondegree-seeking graduate, or graduate certificate student had
been denied graduate admission or would have been ineligible for graduate admission, as determined a posteriori by the
University Graduate Admissions Committee, the postbaccalaureate, nondegree-seeking graduate, or graduate certificate
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student must complete option A, B, or C below and reapply or reactivate an application for admission to graduate-level
study:
a. complete 24 credits of courses each with a grade of B (3.00) or better, or
b. complete 15 credits of graduate course work involving lecture and textbook instruction, each eligible to transfer into
the degree program and with a grade of B (3.00) or better, or
c. complete sufficient credits to bring the cumulative grade-point average (that for the last 90 credits of undergraduate
work plus that for courses taken as part of the 24-credit rule) to 3.00 or better before being eligible to apply for
graduate admission.
These courses will normally be regular graduate courses relevant to the specific field, except that seminars and other
blanket number graduate courses may not be used. Upper-division undergraduate courses are acceptable, provided that
they eliminate specific deficiencies in requirements for entry into an identified graduate program. Lower-division
undergraduate courses may not be used. All courses should be carefully selected in consultation with an academic advisor
from the graduate field into which the student desires admission.
Completion of either 2(a) or 2(b) above does not guarantee graduate admission. Reclassification decisions employ the same
procedures and requirements as those for admission. Postbaccalaureate, nondegree-seeking graduate, and graduate
certificate students who seek reclassification must be acceptable to the program in which they plan to major. The university
does not have the capacity to accommodate all who meet the minimum requirements for regular graduate student status;
when selecting among students who meet minimum requirements, the university treats students requesting reclassification
the same as those applying for admission as regular graduate students.
A postbaccalaureate or nondegree-seeking graduate student may use graduate credit earned in this status toward an
advanced degree or graduate certificate if the student is later reclassified as a regular graduate student. This credit cannot
be used to satisfy residence requirements for an advanced degree. A graduate certificate student may use graduate credit
earned in this status toward an advanced degree if the student is later reclassified as a regular graduate student. In either
case, the amount of usable credit will depend on the size of the individual student’s program (e.g., a maximum of 15
graduate credits could be used on a 45-credit master’s program or a maximum of 6 graduate credits may be applied toward
an 18-credit graduate certificate.) See section entitled "Transfer Credit" for complete details.
Students should initiate all requests for reclassification at the Graduate School.

Second OSU Master's Degree
A candidate for a second master’s degree from Oregon State University may request the application of up to 15 credits,
appropriate to both programs, from the first master’s degree program to another, subject to the following three
requirements:
1. Credits used to satisfy the residency requirements of one master’s degree may not be used to satisfy the residency
requirements of another master’s degree.
2. Students who earn two master’s degrees at Oregon State University must complete all degree requirements for each
degree. This requires filing separate programs of study forms for each degree, filing separate commencement
applications for each degree, completing separate projects or theses for each degree, scheduling separate final oral
examinations for each degree, and passing final oral examinations for each degree.
3. Such credit will be granted only for graded course work earned at Oregon State University and completed with a grade
of B or higher.

Pursuit of the Second PhD
The doctor of philosophy degree is the highest academic degree granted by North American universities. It is a research
degree designed to prepare a student to become a scholar; that is, to discover, integrate, and apply knowledge, as well as
communicate and disseminate it. The doctor of philosophy degree is to be distinguished from other doctorates such as the
MD, JD, or EdD degrees, which are designed for professional training or which focus on applied rather than basic research.
Students may enroll for a second PhD degree if they have previously obtained a PhD from OSU or elsewhere. Concurrent
pursuit of dual PhD degrees is not allowed. In the case of a student pursuing a second PhD degree, requirements for the
second PhD must be met without overlap with the first PhD degree including, but not limited to: successful completion of a
second preliminary exam, a separate thesis with no overlap with the first PhD thesis, a final defense exam for the second
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PhD, a different major advisor from the first PhD, a thesis committee of different faculty than the first PhD degree (although
some, but not complete, overlap between committee members would be acceptable in the case of two PhD degrees from
OSU), and all other requirements for the second PhD degree program. Courses from the first PhD degree relevant to the
second degree may be allowed to transfer between the two degrees. However, the student’s program of study committee
must approve all course transfers, should pay particular attention to the relevancy, overlap, and currency of any courses to
be transferred from one PhD degree to another, and are advised to proceed conservatively when approving course transfers
from a first PhD to a second PhD degree.

Re-Enrollment
All credential-seeking graduate students will be subject to the continuous enrollment policy. Continuous graduate enrollment
refers to the policy of requiring continuous registration of graduate students from original matriculation until all graduate
degree requirements are met. Please refer to Registration Requirements under Policies Governing All Graduate Programs for
complete details.
A graduate student who takes an unauthorized break in registration by failing to maintain continuous enrollment or by
failing to obtain regular or planned leave of absence will relinquish his/her graduate standing in the university. Students
who wish to have their graduate standing reinstated will be required to file an Application for Graduate Readmission and pay
the readmission fee. Readmission is not guaranteed even if the student left in good standing.

International students who wish to re-enroll after an absence should contact the Office of International Services (OIS) to
make sure they have the required documents to return to the US.

